
Character Name Who is this person?
Physical Description/Personality 

Traits/Attributes Notable Quotes
Reminds Me 

Of...

1. Scout 
   (Jean Louise) 

Finch

2. Jem
   (Jeremy)
   Finch

3. Atticus Finch

4. Calpurnia

5. Miss Maudie 
Atkinson
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Character Name Who is this person?
Physical Description/Personality 

Traits/Attributes Notable Quotes
Reminds Me 

Of...

6. Dill
   (Charles)
   Baker Harris

7. Jack
   (John)
   Hale Finch

8. Aunt 
Alexandra 
Hancock

9. Jimmy 
Hancock

10. Francis 
Hancock
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Character Name Who is this person?
Physical Description/Personality 

Traits/Attributes Notable Quotes
Reminds Me 

Of...

11. Boo
   (Arthur)
   Radley

12. Nathan
     Radley

13. Walter 
Cunningham, 
Sr.

14. Walter 
Cunningham, 
Jr.

15. Miss 
Stephanie 
Crawford
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Character Name Who is this person?
Physical Description/Personality 

Traits/Attributes Notable Quotes
Reminds Me 

Of...

16. Miss Rachel   
     Haverford

17. Mr. Avery

18. Mrs. Dubose

19. Miss  
     Caroline 
      Fisher

20. Burris Ewell
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Character Name Who is this person?
Physical Description/Personality 

Traits/Attributes Notable Quotes
Reminds Me 

Of...

21. Heck Tate

22. Tom   
      Robinson

23. Helen 
      Robinson

24. Bob Ewell

25. Mayella  
      Ewell
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Character Name Who is this person?
Physical Description/Personality 

Traits/Attributes Notable Quotes
Reminds Me 

Of...

26. Judge Taylor

27. Zeebo

28. Reverend 
      Sykes

29. Mr. Gilmer

30. Mr.  
       Underwood
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Character Name Who is this person?
Physical Description/Personality 

Traits/Attributes Notable Quotes
Reminds Me 

Of...

31. Mrs.  
     Merriweather

32. Dolphus 
      Raymond

33. Miss Gates

34. Cecil Jacobs

35. Mr. Link  
       Deas
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Character Name Who is this person?
Physical Description/Personality 

Traits/Attributes Notable Quotes
Reminds Me 

Of...

36. Dr. Reynolds

37. Miss Tutti &  
      Miss Frutti 
      Barber

38. Lula
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Detailed Character descriptions from Spark Notes

Jean Louise “Scout” Finch -  The narrator and protagonist of the story. Scout lives with her father, Atticus, her brother, Jem, and their black cook, 
Calpurnia, in Maycomb. She is intelligent and, by the standards of her time and place, a tomboy. Scout has a combative streak and a basic faith in 
the goodness of the people in her community. As the novel progresses, this faith is tested by the hatred and prejudice that emerge during Tom 
Robinson’s trial. Scout eventually develops a more grown-up perspective that enables her to appreciate human goodness without ignoring human 
evil. 
Atticus Finch -  Scout and Jem’s father, a lawyer in Maycomb descended from an old local family. A widower with a dry sense of humor, Atticus 
has instilled in his children his strong sense of morality and justice. He is one of the few residents of Maycomb committed to racial equality. When 
he agrees to defend Tom Robinson, a black man charged with raping a white woman, he exposes himself and his family to the anger of the white 
community. With his strongly held convictions, wisdom, and empathy, Atticus functions as the novel’s moral backbone. 
Jeremy Atticus “Jem” Finch -  Scout’s brother and constant playmate at the beginning of the story. Jem is something of a typical American boy, 
refusing to back down from dares and fantasizing about playing football. Four years older than Scout, he gradually separates himself from her 
games, but he remains her close companion and protector throughout the novel. Jem moves into adolescence during the story, and his ideals are 
shaken badly by the evil and injustice that he perceives during the trial of Tom Robinson. 
Arthur “Boo” Radley -  A recluse who never sets foot outside his house, Boo dominates the imaginations of Jem, Scout, and Dill. He is a 
powerful symbol of goodness swathed in an initial shroud of creepiness, leaving little presents for Scout and Jem and emerging at an opportune 
moment to save the children. An intelligent child emotionally damaged by his cruel father, Boo provides an example of the threat that evil poses to 
innocence and goodness. He is one of the novel’s “mockingbirds,” a good person injured by the evil of mankind. 
Bob Ewell -  A drunken, mostly unemployed member of Maycomb’s poorest family. In his knowingly wrongful accusation that Tom Robinson 
raped his daughter, Ewell represents the dark side of the South: ignorance, poverty, squalor, and hate-filled racial prejudice. 
Charles Baker “Dill” Harris -  Jem and Scout’s summer neighbor and friend. Dill is a diminutive, confident boy with an active imagination. He 
becomes fascinated with Boo Radley and represents the perspective of childhood innocence throughout the novel. 
Miss Maudie Atkinson -  The Finches’ neighbor, a sharp-tongued widow, and an old friend of the family. Miss Maudie is almost the same age as 
Atticus’s younger brother, Jack. She shares Atticus’s passion for justice and is the children’s best friend among Maycomb’s adults. 
Calpurnia -  The Finches’ black cook. Calpurnia is a stern disciplinarian and the children’s bridge between the white world and her own black 
community. 
Aunt Alexandra -  Atticus’s sister, a strong-willed woman with a fierce devotion to her family. Alexandra is the perfect Southern lady, and her 
commitment to propriety and tradition often leads her to clash with Scout. 
Mayella Ewell -  Bob Ewell’s abused, lonely, unhappy daughter. Though one can pity Mayella because of her overbearing father, one cannot 
pardon her for her shameful indictment of Tom Robinson. 
Tom Robinson -  The black field hand accused of rape. Tom is one of the novel’s “mockingbirds,” an important symbol of innocence destroyed by 
evil. 
Link Deas -  Tom Robinson’s employer. In his willingness to look past race and praise the integrity of Tom’s character, Deas epitomizes the 
opposite of prejudice. 
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Spark Notes Descriptions, Continued

Mrs. Henry Lafayette Dubose -  An elderly, ill-tempered, racist woman who lives near the Finches. Although Jem believes that Mrs. Dubose is a 
thoroughly bad woman, Atticus admires her for the courage with which she battles her morphine addiction. 
Nathan Radley -  Boo Radley’s older brother. Scout thinks that Nathan is similar to the deceased Mr. Radley, Boo and Nathan’s father. Nathan 
cruelly cuts off an important element of Boo’s relationship with Jem and Scout when he plugs up the knothole in which Boo leaves presents for the 
children. 
Heck Tate -  The sheriff of Maycomb and a major witness at Tom Robinson’s trial. Heck is a decent man who tries to protect the innocent from 
danger. 
Mr. Underwood -  The publisher of Maycomb’s newspaper. Mr. Underwood respects Atticus and proves his ally. 
Mr. Dolphus Raymond -  A wealthy white man who lives with his black mistress and mulatto children. Raymond pretends to be a drunk so that 
the citizens of Maycomb will have an explanation for his behavior. In reality, he is simply jaded by the hypocrisy of white society and prefers 
living among blacks. 
Mr. Walter Cunningham -  A poor farmer and part of the mob that seeks to lynch Tom Robinson at the jail. Mr. Cunningham displays his human 
goodness when Scout’s politeness compels him to disperse the men at the jail. 
Walter Cunningham -  Son of Mr. Cunningham and classmate of Scout. Walter cannot afford lunch one day at school and accidentally gets Scout 
in trouble. 
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CHARACTER LIST & Mini Descriptions
(Introduced in PART ONE Chapters 1-4)
1. Scout (Jean Louise) Finch: narrator, daughter of Atticus
2. Jem (Jeremy) Finch: Scout’s older brother
3. Atticus Finch: lawyer, single father
4. Dill (Charles Baker Harris): Miss Rachel’s 7 yr. old nephew
5. Boo (Arthur) Radley: Reclusive neighbor
6. Calpurnia: Finch’s cook
7. John (Jack) Hale Finch: Atticus’s younger brother, a doctor
8. Aunt Alexandra Hancock: Atticus’s sister, lives on Finch’s Landing
9. Uncle Jimmy Hancock: Husband of Alexandra’s, quiet
10. Walter Cunningham Sr.: Farmer, Atticus’s client
11. Walter Cunningham Jr.: Classmate of Scout’s
12. Burris Ewell: Classmate of Scout’s, son of Bob Ewell, mean
13. Little Chuck Little: Classmate of Scout’s, helps Miss Caroline
14. Miss Caroline Fisher: Scout’s 1st grade teacher
15. Miss Maudie (Buford) Atkinson: Neighbor to Finches, nice
16. Miss Rachel Haverford: Neighbor to Finches, Dill’s aunt
17. Nathan Radley: Boo’s older brother
18. Miss Stephanie Crawford: Neighbor to Finches, town gossip
19. Mr. Avery: Neighbor to Finches, mean to children
20. Mrs. Dubose: Neighbor to Finches, racist & mean
21. Tom Robinson: Client of Atticus’s, accused of rape
22. Helen Robinson: Wife of Tom, works for Link Deas
23. Mr. Radley (father): Boo & Nathan’s father
24. Mrs. Radley (mother): Boo & Nathan’s mother
25. Heck Tate: Sheriff of Maycomb County  
______________________________________________

(Introduced in PART ONE Chapters 9-11)
26. Cecil Jacobs: Classmate of Scout’s
27. Francis Hancock: Cousin to Scout & Jem, Aunt Alexandra’s grandson 
28. Bob Ewell: Accuses Tom Robinson of raping his daughter, poor
29. Mayella Ewell: Accuses Tom of raping her, 19-years old
30. Judge Taylor: Judge in Tom’s trial
31. Zeebo: Garbage collector/city worker, son of Calpurnia’s
______________________________________________

(Introduced in PART TWO, Chapters 12-31)
32. Reverend Sykes: Minister for Cal’s church (First Purchase)
33. Mr. Gilmer: Prosecuting attorney in Tom’s case (Bob’a lawyer)
34. Mr. Underwood: Owns town newspaper
35. Mrs. Merriweather: Member of Ladies Missionary Circle, hypocrite
36. Dolphus Raymond: White man who prefers company of blacks, “drunk”
37. Miss Gates: Scout’s third-grade teacher
38. Dr. Reynolds: Maycomb’s doctor
39. Mr. Link Deas: Tom & Helen Robinson’s employer
40. Miss Tutti & Miss Frutti Barber: Sisters who have prank played on them
41. Lula: Member of Calpurnia’s church, mean
______________________________________________  
   
42. OTHER Minor Characters:

a. Sophie (Mrs. Merriweather’s cook/housekeeper)
b. Ken (county coroner/mortician)
c. Maxwell Green (the usual court-appointed attorney because of his 
lack of experience; but wasn’t appointed in Tom’s case)

d. J. Grimes Everett (missionary)
e. Mrs. Gertrude Farrow (Member of Ladies Missionary Circle)
f. Brother Hutson (Member of Aunty’s church)
g. Mrs. Perkins (Member of Ladies Missionary Circle)
h. Simon Finch (fur-trapping apothecary & ancestor to the Finch 
family)

i. Mr. Conner (church officer or official who took care of the building, 
ringing bell, etc.; he was the one Boo & his friends—as teenagers--
locked in the courthouse outhouse, which caused Boo’s father to lock 
him at home rather than send him away to reform school.)

______________________________________________

OTHERS:
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Compiled by T. Orman, 2004


